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WHY THERE WAS NAGETIVE  
CONFLICT TRANSFORMATION IN EAST PAKISTAN? 

BISMA IQBAL* 
 

INTRODUCTION 

East Pakistan, now an independent state of Bangladesh was once a proud part of Pakistan. On 

June 20 1947, the legislative assembly of Bengal met to decide whether it should join Pakistan or  

India and the assembly decided by 120 votes to become a part of the new constituent assembly of  

Pakistan, later on, two more meetings were held but eventually it was decided by 107 votes that  

East Bengal will join Pakistan at the event of partition. But soon after, unfortunately conflicts  

between both parts of Pakistan began and various factors played their part in the transformation  

of negative conflict in East Pakistan thus began the Bangladesh liberation war. Political system  

broke down in 1971 because of the immense failure from all the directions and conflicts between  

East and West Pakistan Basically, though East Pakistan’s separation occurred in 1971; the  

separation factors or elements had begun their work with the emergence of Pakistan. To discuss  

it in detail, following are some of the major reasons of the separation of East Pakistan.  

                   HINDU INVOLVEMENT 

The Hindu influence played a huge part in spreading out the negative conflict. The 14% Hindu 

population were better educated than Bengalis and thus they were controlling the economy. They 

owned all the presses and mass media which help them spread their agenda. One more thing was 

that the Hindus before partition were the members of Indian national congress but afterwards they 

founded their own organization i.e. Pakistan national congress. This political party’s  

members were in actuality the political agents of India in East Pakistan. 

                   FAILURE OF MUSLIM LEAGUE LEADERSHIP IN PAKISTAN 

The power lust in politicians increased rapidly and while fighting for the chair the cabinet did not 

pay due attention towards the problems and difficulties of the people. Hence people felt their  

rights were being neglected and so Muslim league lost its capability as a leading party in the eyes 

of people of East Pakistan. 

                      THE DELAY IN CONSTITUTION 

As we know the first constitution of Pakistan was passed after 9 years in 1956 this delay caused 

confusion and misunderstandings between the people of East and West Pakistan. Moreover 

Bengalis demanded their national assembly’s representation should be according to their  

percentage of population which was 56% back then. 
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The most prominent states the Soviet Union and America were both against Pakistan and wanted 

to see it disintegrated. Soviet Union supported Indian attacks while America did not fulfill its 

promise to support Pakistan hence Pakistan could not fight on both fronts. 

                   GEOGRAPHICAL ISSUE 

The physical separation of thousand miles between the two parts without even a common border 

and being surrounded by major antagonist i.e. India, which constantly fed negativity in the  

people of East Pakistan for the people of West Pakistan. This led to constant confusion and  

political, social, economic conflicts between the two wings emitting negativity bringing the  

country on the verge of collapse. 

                        OTHERS 

The power war between Bhutto and Mujeeb caused a lot of negativity among the people thus 

beginning the civil war. On top of all of this “The 6 point formula” of Sheikh Mujeeb Ur 

Rehman stirred the confusion and conflicts further more. 

 

                    CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, minor misunderstandings led to a major conflict that resulted into the separation 

of East Pakistan. United Pakistan had to surrender East Pakistan and East Pakistan became an 

individual state of Bangladesh. This separation was basically the result of international, national 

moral, political and most importantly military factors. There was a lack of moral character and 

courage in the senior army commanders. The surrender of East Pakistan has indeed been a tragic 

blow to the nation by the act of surrender the image of Pakistan’s army as efficient and strong 

army was shattered. We can only hope that the nation had learnt its necessary lesson and would 

not let negative conflict spread to any part of Pakistan once again. 
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